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Side Effect and Attenuation of Triptolide
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[ Abstract | Triptolide (TP ) is a kind of epoxy diterpene lactone compound extracted from xylem of
Tripterygium wilforditc ( TWHF ). It is one of the main active components of TWHF, with anti-inflammatory,
immunomodulatory and anti-tumor activities and pharmacological effect. It can be used in the treatment of
rheumatoid arthritis and such cancers as leukemia, breast cancer, pancreatic cancer and lung cancer. In recent
years, TP has been gradually applied in clinic and basic research, with a certain curative effect. But it also has
certain side effect on digestive system, urinary system, reproductive system, circulatory system and immune

system, including liver dysfunction, reduced fertility, chest tightness, heart palpitations, bradycardia,
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atrioventricular block, arrhythmia, kidney dysfunction, lymphoid organ atrophy, lymphoid tissue necrosis of
lymphocytes, and reduction in the number of cells, impaired immune function. These toxic and side effect have
greatly restricted the clinical application of TP. In the meantime, the researches and development related to
preparations of TP have also been restricted, which has aroused wide attention from clinicians and researchers. To
improve the therapeutic effect of TP and reduce the toxicity of TP in the process of application, domestic and foreign
researchers have made a lot of studies and attempts, such as changing the chemical structure of TP to improve its
solubility, developing drug delivery system to reduce its toxicity and using combination therapy with traditional
Chinese herbal medicines to increase efficiency and reduce toxicity. In this paper, the toxic dose and mechanism of

TP, TP’s derivatives, drug loading system, compatibility and attenuation were integrated to provide ideas for further

researches on toxicity and attenuation of TP.
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Fig.1 Chemical molecular structure of triptolide !
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(¥ T BEMLAR] , WANG 251 5 b X Wiistar K i i 45 i
fi TP(300,1 000 pg-kg ') 14 d, & BUATIE F OB AL
G L 0 U T R K A E R R A
fi-3 (Caspase-3) I PE 45 & A T ol ds . Jorp I &
T B 1 T S R 40 R S B T i
TP 51 JIF 345 i 2 ik 46, £ L1 &5 P BF 5 v, TP
AT 5| HepG2 40 Ml 4 481 7 380 B, I 5 %5 40 ffa 58
U, Bl T B A G 7 2 (Nef2 ) B4 3t 6 00 T
AP () 3 I % M BALB/C /N BUSR s i
BF TP 1.0 mg-kg ™', i /R 8L T IR 4R IR 07
O ( GSHL) i 08 470 4 F i I A1, 110 Nef2 140355 £k
SETE TP S AT S s B G A CHE . 1
WANG %" B 58 v, 45 M CSTBL/6 /N B 1 IR
TP(600 wg-kg ') AT G B/ B v BF 3 05, Bk &
B I3 T AN A R -17 (TL-17) |, 15 28 R 44 %
RO (ALT) il K & % 2 28 35 5 R WE (AST) 19 7+ %
PR A S AL 3Z /K (ROR) -yt mRNA k1 & |
PR IL-17 A SRR A S5 T TP % S 1 IFIE
Wi0i. [, i Xk v CS7BL/6 /N BLME AR TP
(250,500 wg-kg™'), & B H B85 4 B T 40 17
(Th17) B4 38 4 0 9855 ¥ T 40 8 ( Treg) 977 2k,
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PSRN e R b P — 5
KB TP A LLIE G 40 M BT S R T A
(SOCS) 1 Notch {5 53 [# ok 5 W Tregs , iX 1] fE 75
JF 453 0 B 3k @8 b % % o B /R Y. Vliegenthart
AR R g b g AR BE D R T & A TP
(1.6 pmol L™ ) By7KH 10 h, KM BB IFLE5 196 h
H B A5 003 [ B4 4 — 48 Fk 04 B (NOS) & i 7
458 45 , 44000 B T £ T T %

FCAb LR TE & B P OBE & (A (P-gp) , 4 M8 (0 %

P450 ( CYP450) () & Ak At 852 1 GSH (i 4 38"
5 TP % SR B HI 56 . LU 2% fF 5 @R TP
] LATE R 11 K F 0 9K 2> CYPASO g i 5 F 1k
3A,2C9,2C19,2E1 15 3 57 i 352 F1 3 DA TG 51 ik 1T 458
Uio HIEBTSE & B, 2 B0 A0 &R 72 6115 GSH L i |
SIRFRIEER L0 FRIGE | H iih i Bl 1R 0 R 4 i %
(ks 5 TP i S AT 4R 05 k156 . WANG 457 BF
FE 0% B, TP T LI 3 i 2 T 5 400 g AU T O 335 5k
N Z AR ST, 3 BUME N 5 Z K FTHES, X2 TP
JIFIE 25 VE (9 55— AT e ML . YOU 25 £ B 5% o )
KB, TP AT 38 3 U8 TR 6 BT (Fas) 18 B 1 46 6 4
AR A R 5 S A I R T L R
MIEP R QK TP i RIS VAT T R
IR Z , J T JR BT T 440 T — 52 A S8 %
1.2 TPXIAEFE RS W m TP (W4 58 5 M 24
THAE RS B R 2Y , A R R P R
I, 52 8 T 8ok M Z BT 58 1 56T . ZENG % i
b EPE NTH /)N B IR TP (25,50 pg-kg ') 50 d,
K BU/INR 15 2L, 9 9% 7 R, 7 AR B
F e IR A R B S O T o
PRl XTAP (i) 6 35 W B2 5 TP g, LIU 250
TERT 58 of % eV SD kBl % 45 9 JIR TP (100, 200,
400 wg-kg )90 d, %k 5 R G A TR i I E R
EAR R ORI /b, P BN B Y & 1
WISE K, M (E,) FIZHER (P) B9 3K BRI, 425
TP 3 i %) W0 % 19 8 0 A 2R 5 4 . Dhar 4577 5
ok Xof /N AR B B AR TP (17.37,23. 54 mg-kg ')
15 d, % B TP 3 1 1 o B A5 B9 36 A0 06k 20 2K
VL, T 5 0 5 RV DR 20 D AR AU 0 B L L
T, TOEE M BT R SUR S R, X
HEVE /N 5 BUEAT T 28U 9T, 45 SR R 8L TP Al LU
AN /N AR 0 A R 20 e 2R 2, AT 5
MRS T B 7 A2 . Singla 28 5 b X A 2 K R
WELAR TP(20.45 mg-kg™')5 d, KB TP FEAK T K T
TR AL IE BE 1, MTT 7 A8 AR B A

RUAN %5075 F 5 v 4% 75 Tl [ FT 28 oy 28 6% 1
TP(50,100 mg-L~") it 4 h, Z5 5 R, 54 24 53 %
A B A0 4 A L R T AH e B9 3 PN R kAR AR, TP
A fig 30 2 BH A5 DN B 20 B A AN [R) & 7 B B 1Y kB T
T B AE S . MA SR R AC 4 2 R R,
WRT TP A FEHEMILE, H6hE TH T X
A T RE R A 0 S A W AR e W, B IATE T 2 4 A
PN SE 14 d # k5T TP(60 ng-kg™') 25 542
7 TP AT B SR 52 U B fol 00 45 4, A AP S8 AL 3 = K F
PIHDRS £ B2 . BEAh , 76 B8 7 R A ) A 6 1 A
rh RS 2 DG B AR FH 0 2 AR Ak D 6 AR 3 E R TS A2 K
(PPAR) i 2 I 7E /1N BRI 52 AL 2H 2 o o o BR B8 2 0
o DL BB 3 o Uk B, TP XA Bl 2R 48 52 i K,
L AR TP o b, 225 U] 5C 1E TP X A7 &
SN R, T IR AR E R R .

1.3 TPXERRGER M AH W R, TP
SRR S ] 0 RTINS SR BU IS N7 4= s o R AT -
RWHERRN, ZHOU 252 JF J& 1 {4 4 40 52 5
B EMFIEIE T E (ROS) Mk R TE TP i & /Y O I
W R VR o Gl R X Y BALB/C /s RO bk 1 5
TP(1.2 mg-kg ™' )24 h, A i & S AL 0 5k 26 hi A 3
REZAL AN T MO IR Uk A o )i, AR A 52 06
5 R, TP A 40 J 55 % 90 S H9e2 4 My rh iy ROS
AT B LR AR AR A i 72 . TP A] ad 2k ) Nef2 J
TR PR AL, B8 ROS AY AL 2 il 2 2ok A i
ML, B A il (A 2R C, S & 041G Caspase-3 , AT fiilt
KA T RO 5 —IAE g e A
s ) 260 R B JUL R B HE AT, IR
75 TP 55 000 WS e rh g |EE/E 0  XT 40
TERF IS b R B, 64T TP (1.2 mg-kg ™) FHIZ )5,
p33 FEPHZKSE T, i A il pS3 W) W] i By o A 2 21
Pt AR O NS &R E T A T & 1. pS3
FEPUH (PFTo) AT AN TP 35 T 19 p53 i KB FMPH T
AHOCHE B 4 i bk 2933 -2 ( Bel -2 ) % s i 3 458 , it
bR e B e, Bk A M T, T Bel-2 AH G X
B (Bax) $540 71038 28 41 61 248 e A% 25 A Ak AT ROS 1
STk s TP i R a4l 08 T, X s IR R B
TP 35 & 10 JIE B VAR T pS3 4% 5 61 Al Bel-2 K%
FE DR A, AT S B0 AR A1 5 38 375 1 R 4 R 1A
Urfg Lo

1.4 TP XFWRAG W B REAE D PLAR R 322
HEME S8 5 TR R R h B45EE EEAEH A5 %
BRI . L1 BESE b & B, TP Wi S OE
H EUE 40 ML R (NRK-52E) & A= S Ak 0 3 s by, fiff
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ROS #4)1,GSH #E3 , A S EE MMM i, 4
B4 Nrf2 3% 5 B, NRK-52E 4ii i rf ROS f1 GSH 1Yy
THAE IS RH O HG 5 o T Nef2 (%) 35 i Al 41 ) 5 — IR A,
PET % #5 % 40 M0 B R 9 U . SUN 2500 i
Wistar K Bl #% 22 % iR TP (100,200,400 pg - kgf1 )
28 d, 45k B, TP 32 2538 o oo A8 P Bl /v A
()7 & A NRK-52E 4 j 18 385 2 ok 52 w5 I 3T o /7
8 REPEALE 5 4 M 53 24 R0 3 s N B 20 A A
BERYAEA K, LS B8 HE A RA S AR
5347 7 R 2 B30 5f) & TP By /)N B UE 28 1 e
KL ES G RER S 5IRD R A CYP450
FRZE B, t0 CYP2EL A B EHm &5, i, &
15T 4 2= A R W RR D B AR 5 TP 35 2 1Y ' 55
PEAH G o

1.5 TPXGRERGENZM HAKNRIERGH R
PEASE O 20 B R g A A, 4E A HLIR 9 B
ke AR FOE . QIU 28U AR K L a0k ks
g PO g B TP 23 5] e K Rk L4 28U 32 i, BAR
e o R R NENE ~E TR R N N A 087

Y e %5 H b o TRk B A R SR BE DA NS B R
S5 B Ik U 20 B o3 A1 DX s iR R B B, AT 8RR AL B ik
Jei) PRI ) 7k EEL 88 TR R A T 9K O 4 M 43 A R IX B, TP
Xof T f 3 A A 1 4 55 HE A g 4 i A FH P10
% . CHAN 25 JERFSE TP v BL, TP () 40 i 75 7
AL AR R B 20 M T A [ ) R AR TR
WEHI-3 2 375 5 09 F i 7 B, 15 ik TP (0. 02,
0.2 mg-kg )3, WERMT T 40H, B 40 M, &
A2 A0 i T W 200 G ) K o [RD R G S T AR ) i
R4 M TP W AT 4 7 W T gL 4R R TP X S e 1)
REA — M FEREIER

TELL 1A BF ST i, TP X JFFJUE A 58 25 BT L
DHEUA R R E 2 B A AR REN (R D), R
2805 il ) B AE G, XX F IR TP il 5 A
T 895 2% 75 S, B4R 75 76 BT TP 9 5k 72 o iz 24
J R A R R R, M R D A% 0 AR A AR A, (R
RAG I R AU 2E o [FI A, TP 78 L Aih AF 5% Hp i) 45 5
LR Y HEAT RS, R — 2B T R R TP &
PEMLHIERE X T2 RPN B LR %% .

k1 ELABRREGN FAZRPRNESHENSERIMNE
Table 1 Toxicity manifestation and mechanism of triptolide at minimum toxic dose in vitro and in vivo
HB AL A5 5 AN 5250 PR ML EEPUN
Mk - 300 pg- kg™, WEH, JF HE L &, AST, GGT # F+ s RETEE A EREE [12]
ARG 14 d, M PE . M P Wistar 5, ALB &A% AN N GE B A RN S 5
KR TP 755 1 T 52 13
80 nmol - L™", 1000 wg-kg ™", M8 B HepG2 4 s % £k N 34 71 48 Nef2 7€ TP F P AL [13]
24 h,HepG2 4ifi  $F,24 h, i ¥ BALB/C  Jd {i; ALT, AST Jh &, iF 40 #E4EH
JNEL LK i IR FE
- 600 pg-kg™', WY, Th17 4 i 4% £, ALT, AST IL-17 SRR ES ST [14]
24 h,MEPE CSTBL/6 /N THE PR MEIRIE RSE TP A9k
- 500 pg - kg ', HEH, AST, ALT, 1117, ( ROR ) -yt TP 5|2 Th17 (¥ T} &5 # Treg i) [15-16]
24 h, Mtk CS7TBL/6 N FHE T BT BURF 1
- 1.6 pmol - L~ 10 h, JF4IEIET: NOS 7€ TP S M FHih A& [17]
JRAEBE 5 £ M
0.5 umol-L™", - Bax Ft &, Bel-2 BE AL, 41 i P-gp,CYP 7£ TP F &M h A& [18]
24 h, Mt SD K BT B3R
FURT 41 i
- 1000 pg-kg ™", # ki ALT, AST, MDA, Bax J} &, TP 5| P-gp M FIM S B HK  [19]
41,24 h, I BALB/C  SOD,Bcl-2 FEAIX T2
/N
- 1200 pg-kg ' WEH, ALTFh& /NRUET: CYP450,GSH 55 TP i SR iF# [21]
18 h, Mt KM /B (LIPS
- 400 pg- kg™, WEH, ALT, AST J} 5, T JE b ik TP i@ i 3 /> CYP450 i Rk [22]
28 d, M PE SD kB i R Y RS N - MR T (U DA Y
TS
- 500 pg-kg ™', W, ALT,AST Jhi& TP 2 48 fF B Wi 40 fd %t Ay [23]

14 d, HfEPE C57BL/6 /R,

BELFRIRISBR N BE R AE T, 4R T
X i 20 B BURR A S R A
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A7 HRAh S 5 NS E RN REPEHLH EED LN
100 nmol - L', - Bax, ROS, Fas F} &, Bel-2 TP il Fas 38 % F1 2k R 1K i 72 [24]
24 h,HepaRG 41 fifl FAAR , 4 i A T 0 4 M B L S S AN i AT
A gl - 25 pg - kg ', W H, ANEE e TR E R TP 3 3 4 R MR R 1 5 S [25]
ARG 50 d, #fEPE NIH /b L HEOR A i T kg GCs W T M EB -2l fig 5 2oop
HAEE
- 200 pg- kg™, W H, E, P FEA%, U0 9 A i & . TP 3@ i Xt E, A1 P iKY 52 [26]
90 d, it SD K K WA M RIS, TE LI A
S AL, O R B,
S A ) 4E
- 17.37 mg-kg™ ', £ B P BRI > P - [27]
MEOEE, 15 d, M M N B MBI, R R K, R
R B S b RIS
- 26.75 mg'kg_],ﬂ%ﬁ/ﬁ ARSIV BLAR R A A RS Al - [28]
15 d, AR R 050 e ek 0, S L Iy R A7 A
- 20.45 mg-kg ', MEfr K T3 Pk A7 I RE T BEAIG, - [29]
MRS HEPE R A= i T BEAIG
- 50 mg-L™',4 h, %W K TR0 A 22 3 %4 40 i vk TP 3@ i B A5 5 50 B 40 & & H [30]
B FF 22 il A BB A T I HE [H 1k T B0 A 0 A
- 60 pg- kg™, M A B F KT BEAR R T4 TP 3 i § 0 PPAR (19 %3k 4+ F [31]
5,14 d, BN R 2D, 52 O 25 A 1 B G i A A a5 R ARG S B A
B
D 40 nmol - L°', 1200 pg-kg ™", ki 1ML 7 o0 UL 7K - Tt 55, Bax TP 3l 2 # i Nref2, 5 455 26 R 14, [32]
A4 24 h,H92 41 #F,24 h, i ¥ BALB/C  FFi,Bel-2, Nef2 BEAK, 0L 347G Caspase-3, fil & 40 f 98 1, 7
JNEL 2V, O LA P T K 7
40 nmol - L', - LR R I i A9, 40 5 A EELE TP % SR O E S A [33]
24 h,H9¢2 40 FAAR , 200 fif 8 1 EEAEH
160 nmol - L ™", 1200 pg-kg ™", ¥ ki A WL 7F 5, GSH, SOD [ -
9 h,SD K EUEAC &, 24 h, #E P BALB/C A%, O™ E B
L L2 i /N
160 nmol-L ™", 1200 ug-kg",ﬁ%ﬂﬂ(f}; p53, Bax % ik I 5, Bel-2, TP 4 p53 #1d Bax i AU LR [34]
24 h,H9c2 4 i B, 24 h, C57BL/6  Bel-xL R&AK, .0 ALANAE A - BRI A T A T, 7 A D R
p53 TR 1
160 nmol - L', 1200 Mg-kg*,%ﬂﬁ(ﬁ{ - -
24 h,SD K EJEA  §F,24 h,C57BL6/J /MR
L L4 i
WA IR 80 nmol-L ™" |12 h, - ROS 1 Jin, GSH #E 3 , 41 TP i 3 75 5 S Ak L 35 350 4 [35]
A% NRK-52E 41 T MR, 0 N2 0] Jn
25 nmol -+ L', 200 pg- kg, WEH, B L S o AR R AN R TP i 33 52 Wi b B /N H | -1 [36]
24 h, NRK-52E 28 d, Mk Wistar K F AERHELIN B AR BUN Fh v, 1 BRI S /N A0 I 98 1 R 5 B
g2 i) /N R -1 i A
- 900 g - kg ', ¥ 4F, BUNJKF¥TI&E CYP450 A RKIE MR B 5 W [37]
24 h, itk BALB/C /N JE RS TP 5 S 5 d M AH G
RE 60 nmol + L', 20 p.g-kg’],‘(‘é = T 400, B 40060, 5 4% 4 i, - [39]
RB 24 h,WEHI3 4088 14 d,MEdE BALB/C /NEL B W20 M 25w 384, &1 & 1, B
e 40 6 7 e 2 i 184
2 BELBERERSER RSN SEBG W 5E 8, TP J& —F CYP3A Jifg 417 il
2.1 ZYWH  BREITEAEN — MR W RIRIT E ), 5 FE Mgl CYP3A g 0 7= A #F TP 5 20 T i

PRI TT 1 AR YT LB 2 A )7
U B9 97 SR/ B8R /N B B SR — A SR DR I

HME

Pirh LA AR TAL A PR (R 06 T A

2 (GL) {2 HE TP fRF A BIF 52 8%, GL AT LUl 3 5

SEE CYP3A [l () 3 Vit TP 75 K B4 P 119 P38 A
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Wk, R GL W% TP BRI AL >~ —. 18-8 GL I
AL Ao B WA I3 P ALT, AST Bl 1 B 5 g F) 7 -
LA K WE o N S (MDA, A 1k ¥ I AL
(SOD) , i & Ak S MG Fl GSH-Px 175 3k 22 f TP &
BB o LD AR R AR 2 R, R B
RV R AT LU 1 R P-gp R Z2 24 25 A G R 1
WEAIR HK-2 40 b TP A9 FR 2, ATk 2% TP 35 1k,
WANG 2 e tp g ob i 1 A 4 2 20 4 R B,
BE3E AR R 2 R NI AR A& AR X TP R
FEE T A AR, 0 H R TP R R A T R
VLA

ZHANG 25 s R 2 W oe & B, =& 3t
W5 TP B, T LB R TP % S o L r
%, ALT AST, Ifi JR % & (BUN) Jh 5, i % 7 TP i
S T A B A LU R AR, REROR =L R
Hh 2 3 M BN =L 3 T S, HL R B 9 A
IR R - 1 (Nef1) B G o 3k PR R b R S PR 7 A
TN 2 C, BE— 25 5 mm 2hoky 1k 2 e A 40 B o 7
A AR TP i S (0 L-02 40 M AT 24k o [ A, B
=R B T 4 A 3 ek kR 8
M T B Nefl 2 (15K, WwhE I TP % 5
F9 S 28 P 3 T 0 A B B PR

TR TR 2K R - AR , A PR
AL AT T PR D, X B R R L RO
WFSE R, F T i% TP S 80hg 2k I 45 0, EL i il
VT 55K KT 26 1 3 B0 48 Ak 6 093 1k L 0 ) AT
SR T MR TP S I T A AR R A 4
SE T RR A 5 HU S RS kR e
AT 4 52 ] R 40 M P ROS # 0E E A ZRL, E
SOD #j & ik, i /> Caspase-9 FlI Caspase-3, 3 /i
Bel-2, 5 240 0 40 MO i 8 1o TR I B g 2O T
B TP T B Nef2 T, W2 B8 62 TP 2 1 19
YERT . WEIL 25 B 52 ) S B0, b e 2877 Ll 3 3 45
T 40 ff S 2 Bk AR 1 X Bh B (14 7 3 Ml Toll #5244/
BERE 20 Ak N /8% e S N F-kB {5 B E %, K A
Th17/Treg V-4 , 1T 2% % TP 5 T 1T 453475

HAAE TS e B, (R AT LA TP 3 B
AR B AR KRR L E S
CYP3A FJIFME 22 15, AT B AR TP 3 5 i 3
4 Bl T SE A 0 ] P-gp B0 TP W M, 5%
i H CYP3A4 I 1 M AR TP £ K B ME g A
W AR AR TP BT ECR TR
2.2 TPREWMEBL RS TP BA ™ & 7 fl
A R K 35 P 00 25, (L JHG 5 s {2 4 o ] 1A
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0 o A A A S R T RS o A2 5 A B B A T LA
SRIEN TP /K B PR AR TP (%) 35 2, 3 i 254
W AR R TIREK . FEZHRARCEET
ZBh TP M B ¥, AL (SR) 5-F8 HE 75 20 HE 4 g
( LLDT-8 )"**', PG490-88", LLDT-67"*", LLDT-
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